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The battle of dhu-Hurmat

Comparison between Sabaic and Himyaritic epigraphic sources

Cristina Pappalardo, University of Pisa
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"~ century AD, represents one of the most significant events in the history of Southern Arabia.
xr‘}ﬁ th idom of Saba , ruled by the two brothers and co-regents 'Is?rh Yhdb and Y.zl Byn, and the

o el =

_ P P R A
& f R b B 0

*Textual typology and related aspects

Both texts are dedicatory, Ja 578 being addressed to 'Imgh Thwn, Master of 'wm, and
al-Mi sal 2 to the goddess Shams, Lady of the citadel S?hrrm.

The inscriptions are located, respectively, in the temple of Ma'rib and on the rock face
nearby the sanctuary of Shams at al-Mi sal.

Clients of the inscriptions

Ja 578 was commissioned by Rbs*ms'm Yzd and

his brother Krb'tt 's''d, gayls of the tribe Bkim,
hamlet d-Rydt, and high officials of the two kings,
whereas al-Mi sal 2 was written by Lhy t 'wkn, the
gayl of Rdmn and Hwin, one Himyarite tribe.

Although the inscriptions are of the same typology,
in al-Mi sal 2 are used the two verbs hgl/ “make
know” (also read as hll “show his exultation”) and
s’tr “write”, instead the usual dedication verb hqgny.

L] o - LS - '--. ¥
- - ] all i b
P K = I ._"'.-'.: :
. %
= - . =
- - '.' sl - " . .J' = W
[ & r 1 = X
=y F iy " -
1 : _""'1-._:1" 5 .;' - [
i =ik

Tepl of 'Imgh in .I\/II.a’rib
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*‘Royal titles = S it / e
In the two inscriptions, the rulers of both Saba’ and Himyar claim o i S
the title of “king of Saba’ and dha-Raydan”. el ke S G Y P
Furthermore, they never refer to the opponent king with the full title. -aﬁg-,?— By 5 N“_, PaE LA EaNES /j s
Infact in Ja 578 the king of Himyar is named as Krb'| d-Rydn and fzgfi’*?u;gg TN S N Loy
vice versa, in al-Mi‘sal 2, the king of Saba’ is named as 'Is?h Yhdb N CRIOE j‘:\? o |
mlk Sb’, without naming the brother in co-regency. o= # ST O ! A fj} < g IJ’ cab’atay’
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*Final result of the battle  § ol ,,f, . o i o it
The battle of dhi-Hurmat happened on the 248-249 AD (179 of the R = PV e iy iy P K 3.\;-.;ﬂ.+.-, sy
era of Radman and 363 of the era of Himyar) near Dhamar. § . 7Diamar: - gno-Hurmat { B e e . S
Both the documents report the victory of the author's army. . AT P i | ; | s
Ja 578/5-8: “The God favoured and helped their lord (...) to beat,
destroy, defeat and rout Krb'| d-Rydn and all the army, the tribes
and the troops of Himyar, the children of 'Amm, when they made
the battle in the plain of Hurmat'.
The text also reports the other stages of the battle between the two
kingdom, until the surrender and submission of Krb'l and his army
in the city of Hakir.

In al-Mi‘sal 2/4-5 we read: “The army of Himyar (...) fought and met CONCLUSION

in battle the king from dawn to the end of the day, in the plain of

Hurmat. From there they came back with spoils and victims, men Taking into consideration all these elements analysed, it
and horses killed in the battle and alive”. iIs clear that the two inscriptions represent the political
And again in L.9: “After this victory, the king of Saba  with his army propaganda for the supremacy of one kingdom on the
came back three times, but then he came back in his country”. other.
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